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AMERICAN'S CREED.
Ef believe in the United States of America as a governpeople,by the people, for the people, whose
met powers are derived from the consent of the governed;BifiiiiiiiiTnr]i in a republic, a sovereign Nation of man's
mg*ereigja.Stales; a perfect Union, one and inseparable.
^KStiished upon those principles of freedom, equality, jusKjeyanrfhumanity for which American patriots sacrificed
^K^^wdrjcnd fortanes. / therefore believe it is my dutyBs^^erantrp to love it; to support its Constitution; to

to respect its flag: and to defenk it against

Bspeaking at a session in Baltimore yesterday of the
^ nerican-Socfeiy for the Advancement of Science, Sey^B>t£'L6oinis,'of New Stereo. Conn., argued against the

H^nEs^bt^e^proposejl prohibition amendment to the
HKgjjp^omxstltzrtion on'the ground that it wonld write

police regjilatiaii into a document which up to the
^BfiMsn£|li£s been a statement of the basic principles
^ a|iccprcatPtatiTe government. That is a valid objecBon,bat it la.too late to advance it now, as a glance at

^Mggts&ryof<*mstltution making in this country in the

^ Sgircriyjeiaxe will show. It is absurd to believe the

B^^gconatithtion conId be forever shielded from a

wpnH(j uw viuuw auivwvuoutuuuuo tutu uwv

t» which Prof. De&ley aptly says are complex
^BdVerjbwse. We are too prone to believe there is some
Htaifcdial effect in mere law, especially fundamental law,

going to keep right oil writing regulations
ptS-thft^Cflmitftntions, state and federal, until it dawns
Hon the popular mind that no law is worth the paper

^BcKprUrted upon until the popular'will is in favor of

^^^^raniiement. In the meantime the basic character

Mg|p|»vernmez*t is going to be profoundly changed.

mfcl- COOPERATION IN COAL.

editor of the^American Coal Journal, said regarding-thevalue of cooperation in his review of the
^noiistrjdmitg the calendar year, which he prepared
fecaj^; far The West Virginian, this newspaper has
fc^Tsrji lilfii during die past two years. We began
^m^t-.he^e even the more wide awake coal journals
^fifebut^have plenty of company now. As a matter

fact preKy nearly all die leading spirits connected with
^^m^smdustqr realize fully now that cooperation is the

be! prosperous them must be even more -of it

Biikdt tikes-two to cooperate even in its simplest form.
Htij|naij£ it attsdn maxinium results in an industry every

meiaaxincd must be in it. If it were possible to make
|lBfc^^cratocs see this now and to act upon the knowledge
B^taa^jpiper*would not have the slightest doubt about
Hgfihxreof coal production in tbis country. By complete
HESnlionit woold be possible to develop a foreign outlet
HE9|i§ac>S Coal which would take care of the surplus

ut ven when the mines are running as we now know
HKmdpbepossible to run them with a full complement

^jj^Cdoptee' cooperation die industry would be in
gnigttr; compel die railroads, no matter who owns them

^wihihaii, to give coal a square deal both in the
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production moid bwoae leas of m fight agaai die forces
of ntnte. economic Jews and (Arm psuduceia. *»d more

of ah uttutmicu which affords am opportunity to enjoy
some of the tranquility and peace which bib is other hues II
enjoy, and every operator who wants these things should
tecoBie a missionary and proselyte among the rapidly diminishtug minority which '1^ to die belief that there is
nothing in cooperation, and that the big thing in this life
is to get the snouey.
As a dmrhing argument against that tribe it might be

atated that the time is right here when there is going to be
no money in coal production for the man who is not willing
to cooperate to the best of his ability.

o

FOREIGN TRADE

FIOREIGN trade for the ten months ended October
I last writes die prelude to a tale which may develop

into an industrial Tragedy before a Republican Congresscan get into action, but which will terminate happily
with the restoration to power of the party of protection in
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Democratic sectionalism and inefficiency are the paid cutthroats.
Imports under the Wilson tariff law of manufactures

partly and wholly manufactured for the ten months ended
with October last show an increase at the rate of $11.000.000monthly, compared with 1917. while exports of
those same products, because of the falling off in war demands,show a monthly average decrease of $26,000,000.
These imports. January-October. 1918. were valued at

$870,000.0001 compared with. $762,000,000 the same

period last year: the exports $2,623,000,000. compared
with $3,361,000,000 for the 191 7 period. Imports for
October. 1918, totaled nearly $94,000,000, compared
with $73,000,000 for October, 1917; exports, October.
1918, totaled $243,000,000, compared with $341,000.000for October of Ixs«. year, a decrease of $96,000,000
on these two classes of commodities the two months compared.Any one who can not smell the plot now must
be loaded with free trade "flur" Incidentally, our total
import trade for the ten months ended last October, valued
at $2,569,485,000, pyd into our Federal treasury about
$150,000,000, or an average ad valorem rat; of duty
on all imports for the period of 5.8 per cent, the lowest
duty rate in our trade history.

If President Wilson's hard-headedness prevents him
r * X C--..- - . fk* ^rtrfrrn^ of

Ixrom remmms nou uiuu^ic « wwuvwh w . .

protection, it is highly probable that be will promptly veto

any tariff revision which the next Republican Congress will
present to him for signature, and in drat case the American
people will bf compelled to await the application of restrictionsto foreign competition in the American market

j until the Republican party takes over all the affairs of
the Federal government in 1921.. At any rate Mr. Wilsonwill doubtless be given an opportunity to express himself
on the subject before that time.
The imports and exports comprised in the two classes]

above mentioned are the product of labor, the exports of
American labor, and die more we sell the more American
labor profits by that trade ;the imports are the product of
foreign labor, and the more we consume of them here the
smaller the demand for domestic goods supplied for the'capitaland labor of Americans, and, as a corollary, the
emailer the purchasing power of American labor of the
products of the farm. With exports falling off. and importsincreasing, as both have been doing month by month
for the past year, and as they will continue to do now that
the war is over, the inference is obvious: labor, which is
now declaring its unalterable determination to refuse lower
wages or shorter hours, will find itself out of work entirely
as a result of foreign competition.
That was what labor received as Its portion in 1914,

before die war broke oat and saved this country from
an industrial calamity from which it would have required
many years to recover. Those workingmen who are still
hypnotized by the purple and tinsel of the present administrationhad better come out of their trance and learn by
heart the resolution adopted unanimously by the American
Federation of Labor at its annual meeting in Buffalo a

year ago, which declared against the Hooding of this countrywith foreign goods.
7
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Last night the National Collegiate Athletic association,in session at New York, adopted a resolution favoringthe abolition of the training table and scouting.
That is very good as far as it goes, but it is going to

.ake a lot of powerful missionary work ot make some

of the colleges see it
o

Charles E. Hughes, appearing for the Commercial]
Cable company, told the Federal court in New York

yesterday that the taking over by the government of ]
the cable lines was unjustified. That depends npon the,
view point. Postmaster General Burleson seems to be

guided by the theory that anything he can get away

with is justified provided it aids him In saddling gov1eminent ownership upon the people of this country.
o

By way of Switzerland comes the news that a movementis on foot in Germany to set np a federal republic
there on the same plan adopted by the founders of the

United States. This is intersting, for it may lead to a

satisfactory answer to a Question which otherwise probablyforever will remian unanswered, to-wit, wonld the

American system as it was laid down work if it were

given a fair chance?
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' *On December 2. 1803. new trustees
without free rare were appointed for "Wheeling, which

Sato S^o^taiOT Md estabHshed^ a towiv

wconeMhTm «* follows: George Knoi. William Ir,.gnero- vine. Thomaa Evans. John Kerr. Wiled
noon for Uua McDowell.' Joseph Colewell. John

the river brfdra ^ite and Frederick Beinmer. The
the river bridge ^ tvea laia out in lots by Cot

* | Ebenezer Zane in 1793, and "estab
n. -has I "shed as a town"* by act of assembly

" WA tr wrni^ii

"wo passsea i-^ccmoer- aa, ..

i , named trustees a*, follows: John Mc>city has never oat Andrew Woods. Henry Smith.

I those plans about i!*® Wa'lela -was less Interest

nato Russia be- ^ this set of trustees than In the next

_e
set appointed eight years later, when

, '0 politics had taken birth. The town was
was incorporated January 16, 1806,

» when it was made lawful for freeovemmentand the *» "atnninate end elect, by
ep this town from bal5ot' tw<?lTe At « d able men. betas:
y "»WH xran fwboMerg M(1 injiabltants of the town.

« to serve as mayor, recorder, alderman
eft of *>.«>» <« a°d common conncll for the same."
a». or tnat is that ^^ 17ti of Marcht 1806, such ofr

,
fleers were selected as follows; Noah

.,
Stadsey.. George Miller. WHliam lr

tination.vine, Dennis Cap&t, William MoConrhat'sa very hand- nan. John Caxr . Joseph Caldwell,
switch takes oat Charles tiammoftd. Frederick Beimer,

John White, RalsonWUrihe^usea^htas 11am Pecrine/^t fe mterestlnic to ^ote

NJF\T/Q HIiEiWp
Amone thoee from » distance who J

were here for the flumal of Ha.
Marie Scott, which wms held at her <

home is Barmand street Friday at I
3:30 o'clock, were Miss Bachel Camp. I
Mrs. Anna Causer. Miss Marie Car- I
ney, Mr. McLaughlin. Miss Lillie-Mo- |
Laughlin. of Morgantown; Mrs. E. S. I
Bailey. Br L. and Marmaduke Wells, J
of Clarksburg; Mr. and Mrs. Will
Scott and daughter Will*. of Shinnn- I
ton.

Influenza and IWptherin.
Luke Layman, of Maryland avenue. ]

has been Quite ill the past few days I
with diptheria. Mrs. Curt Layman Is |
also quite ill with influenza. Both pa- {
tients are getting along as well as |
could be expected. * J

Returned to Washington. I
Albert Carder, who spent Christ- ]

mas here with his mother and sister, ll
a asi . WW J_

Mrs. Rose uaraer ana saiss Ansa, noran,In Newton street, has returned
to Washington, where he has a governmentposition.

Watch Meeting.
- A watch meeting will be held at the
Diamond Street church on Tuesday
evening, beginning at 8:30 o'clock.
An interesting and suitable program
is being planned for the meeting.

In Hospital.
Andrew Henderson, whose home Is

at Hammond and who has been.with
the Expeditionary Forces in France,
is now at Newport News recovering
from wounds received in battle. He
hopes to be able to come home soon.

Musical Program.
A musical program is being preparedby the choir of the First MethodistProtestant church which will

take the place of the usual preaching
service. All who enjoy good music
are invite dto attend this service.

Entertained Friends.
Mrs." J. B. Levelle entertained a

few friends informally last evening
at her home in Market street The
evening was a most pleasant one.

Personals.
Miss Pansy Jacobs, of High street,

who has been very ill with influenza,
is lmporving.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richards, of
Newport News, are spending the holidayswith the former's mother, Mrs.
Columbia Richards, in Haymond
street.

*- fo lv% a Kftw
i nUlK, Uri CfcUlJ, niiv *w .

Jersey cantonment, is here on a furloughwith Mrs. Gregory at the home
of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Eiggs.

Joseph JoXliffe and nephew, Marion
Helmick, are spending a few days
with the formers' sister, Mrs. Delphia
Smith, at Ernshaw.
Wayne Battaeger, of Staple avenue.

Is visiting Fred Boyers at Triune, .

" h<

| MANN1NGTON j "

From Paris Island M
Dewey Shaffer fith the IT. S. Mar ca

lues and stationed at Paris Island, H
South Carolina, is her for a visit with M
relatives near the city.

Mrs. Anderson Dies
Mrs. orginia Anderson (colored) m

died at her home in Railroad street on tb
Thursday night after a short illness G1
of influenza. She is survived by a

son, now with the 17. S. Forces in
France. Funeral services were held
from the home at seven oclock last M
evening, and the remains were taken w

tn Moorefield for interment. fn
la

Daughter Born.
Born, Monday, December 23rrd., to

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Stilwell of Mannington,a daughter. ey
,

tb
From Washington

Clarence E. Lancaster, of the U. S.
army service at Washington, D. C. Is M
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Snappy, Cold
Enough to Ms

of Preparin
Make Thorough
Inspection of All Our
Sale Offerings!

Opportunities of savlgswill confront you in
(very department.
Blouses.scores of them

>f every description, but
slightly soiled or mussed
from handling, form one
item that will attract hun-
areas 01 women. isaie
Prices on these are so low
as to make them irresistable!_

Silk Undergarments
At Prices Now Within
the Reach of AD!
True.they. too. are a little mossedor perhaps show slight soil,

hat the Sale Prices will amply repayyou for the tubbing they requireto make them as good as
new*

Those in Need of
PETTICOATS

Wffl reap rewards from the Sale
Price we have placed on 'Manpeco'
Petticoats.
Silk and Cotton, combination in

all colors.

All Our Superior line of
Silk and wool SKIRTS.
Comprising beautiful plaids and

plain materials.In This Sale at
L3 LESS.

* .-0O'Reliable Advertising (

;re for a visit at his home in Main
reet

In Missing List
Thename of Renver P. Martin of
annlngton appeared in yesterday's
isnalty list of "missing in action."
e is the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. J.
artin of Jerico. ?

1 Called by Illness
.» * tJ» "Crttv--

itev. ana jnrb. </. xu. ,ww» vj. * « **ostare her having been called by
,e illness of the former's niece. Miss
ladys Haught, of Erooksile.

For Funeral
Mrs. Fred Kline of Tridelphia, and
rs. Sarah Woodruff of Jacksonborg
ere here yesterday to attend the
neral of Jacob Byard who was a retire.

Send Money.
Many local Syrians are sending mon
r by cable to stricken relatives in
;eir native country.

Hotel Arrivals
BARTLETT: C. B. Woodruff,
otmdsville, S. M. Hartley, MorganEVERETT
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Vatae^^ 108-110 Main St J NO. S5-B. | i

Winter Has Overtaken Us. | Mike You Realize the Necessit^ffl
g for Several Months of It Wm

This StoreAnswer Ifs ChallengeWith an

-a^Efter-jCliristmas Sale J I
. pga

Our Hftgirp.to Hear-the-deck for invenorv. coupled
with our desire to offer our many patrons an Excep- -.jkS
tional Opportunity to realize Worthwhile Savings
seascftiable apparel at just the right time, prompts us
to stage this mid-holiday sale! \ n* -fPjS|

Prevailing: Weather Conditions Make

Suits and Coats
The Center Attraction

«£* Comprehensive stocks affordsatisfactory selection. -'"'3
Our policy of Value Giving
made the former prices appreciablymoderate, there- - 1|||
fore These Sale Prices hold M
for an opportunity of won- h|
derful Savings!

)f\ SUITS at 3 SALE PRICES /^^(s ' ;®
-

T J 12.50, 22.50, 37.50 ( : "m
Represent Our Former Values Ranging from $18.50 to ;

The Finest Collection of Coats
it was ever our good fortune to assemble, or yours to
select from, are grouped here at four prices, destined
to afford you comfort, satisfactory service and Savings .

worth while! [j* ;||f
$25.00, $28.50

Representing Former Low Values . §|||
Courtney's9 Store Dependable Merchandise ~jjf
town, X. H. Jteardon, Jocbsonbnrg, R.

*

F. Neptune, Cameron, C. A. Harris, ___ ____jfl
Clarksburg, W. B. Gribble. West Cn- jfltt SMh
ion; Ensign Tbos. H. Lawlis, T7. S. K.; qjgpPfl
John. A. Ford, Columbus, O. . ~ : i ]B
Wells.R. W. Wltteklnd. Marietta. ~ ' -i

- cMi
0.; Guy B. Wallace, Morgantown; J. .. nL. . rAI-ikmtiQm, 1

Personals. Is to sIve aorTaal "vision to J
Miss Neva Monroe is here from th® wearer as nearly as it can

Mullens, Wyoming county, for a visit b® done.consistent with con*ather home in Franklin street. fort- Sometimes completely .':B
G. E- Morris, of Glover Gap, was a normal sight can be given andj

business visitor in the city yesterday. sometimes this can be done only -. .'.a

John L. Ely spent Christmas with partially. If you suspect that

relatives in Cameron. y°u have some eye defect, you
Tofake Simon, of Shlnnston, was are inexcusably negligent in not

the guest of friends in Mannington having the matter attended to.

yesterday.We can turn your doubt into ,.^jB
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Bart were visi- | tci uuukj

tors in Wheeling yesterday. t .,
; *1

Roy errence has returned, after a A 19 O^/^TT>1
visit with his son and daughter in /A, 11, f J A* ft- "J
^JSSa^ston. was a bnsi- 111^11 a."d

' flg
nesa visitor in the city yesterday.

Scott * th# Jewo,orMissMona Simon, of Fairmont, is
the gnest of Miss Virginia Hewitt, of | i -.jrgjj!
Monroe street. 8Bk tf&Kv 4BBS.f.ralC
Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Modi spent ! SK W WKWK

Christinas with Mrs. Modi's sister,}
Mrs. C. L. Burgess in Wheeling. j

'g
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I Join Oar Chrrstoas^SaviBgt Club 1 |

Hundreds of checks have been mailed out by th^Jj
8 bank to the members of the club this year. Tothe^|»^|jM
8 hundreds receiving these checks Christmas wiB

| one of gladnss. v

Costs nothing to become a member only yom^
ft regular payments.no fees, no fines, nothing
8 We can arrange the payments tQ suit the person^
8 desiring to take a membership.from a few centsj^^^^
8 per week to several dollars. | I j

CLUB,FORMING.JOIN NOW J
Get e-veryone la the family to Join. Show thl* to your Iriendiend 1

6 Cet them to Join.
X Everybody welcome.

~' -.*>

Cone la aod let as tell yoaalxrat our different plans sad enter joo

X ae a member of one or more.

I MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS A MERRY ONE-


